www.youthcreatives.org

ARTICLE

Fentanyl (Balancing Medical Necessity and Combating a Public
Health Crisis)

Eihan Ju St. Mark’s School; 25 Marlboro Rd. Southborough in MA USA

KEYWORDS: Fentanyl, synthetic opioid, CDC , Department of Homeland Security (DHS) , public health , public
education, synthetic opioids, Drug Enforcement Administration, illicit drug market

Fentanyl, a synthetic opioid initially designed for severe pain management in cancer patients, has
proven to be a highly effective medication due to its rapid onset and potent analgesic properties, making it
an invaluable tool in medical settings. However, on the contrary, its extreme potency has also made it a
prime target for abuse, leading to a surge in overdose deaths. According to the CDC, synthetic opioids like
fentanyl accounted for nearly 70% of all drug overdose deaths in 2022. Furthermore, the Drug Enforcement
Administration reports that illicit fentanyl, often mixed with other drugs, has been a significant factor in the
escalation of the overdose crisis, underlining the need for urgent and comprehensive intervention, according

to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

A significant driver of fentanyl misuse is its proliferation within the illicit drug market. According to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), nearly 70% of drug overdose deaths in 2022 involved
synthetic opioids like fentanyl, often found in drugs like heroin or cocaine without the user's knowledge. This
alarming trend highlights the pervasive danger of fentanyl contamination in the illegal drug supply, leading to

unintentional misuse and a sharp increase in overdose fatalities.

In response to this escalating crisis, the U.S. government has intensified efforts to combat the influx
of llicit fentanyl. The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) reported that, in the first five months of Fiscal
Year 2024, over 13,000 pounds of fentanyl were seized, and more than 2,000 arrests were made in
connection with fentanyl trafficking. These enforcement actions are part of a broader strategy involving
advanced drug detection technologies at ports of entry and increased international cooperation to disrupt

the supply chains of precursor chemicals used in fentanyl production. By targeting both the supply and
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distribution networks, federal agencies aim to reduce the availability of illicit fentanyl and mitigate its impact

on public health.

Fentanyl's dual role as both a powerful medical tool and a deadly substance in the illicit drug market
underscores the complexity of addressing the opioid crisis. The alarming rise in overdose deaths, driven by
the infiltration of fentanyl into the illegal drug supply, calls for a multifaceted approach. While government
enforcement efforts are crucial, public education, particularly targeting young people, is equally important in
preventing misuse. By combining robust law enforcement with comprehensive education and public
awareness campaigns, society can make significant strides in reducing the devastating impact of fentanyl
on public health.
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